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Off She Goes… Into the Wild Blue Yonder… 

 
Capt. Caroline Jensen connects the communications receiver to her helmet ensuring she is in contact with 
personnel on the ground before taking off in an F-16 Fighting Falcon from Balad Air Base, Iraq. Captain 
Jensen is assigned to the 4th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron and is deployed from Hill Air Force Base, Utah. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Joshua Garcia) 

First Of The Navy’s New Type of Ship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 2007 

Veteran Cuts Down Mexican Flag Flying 
Above U.S. Stars and Stripes! 
      After hearing a Reno bar was flying a Mexican 
flag above a U.S. flag, an angered U.S. Army 
veteran took matters into his own hands, drove to the 
site and cut down the banners in front of a stunned 
group of Hispanic patrons.  
    Reno, Neb., television station KRNV, which was 
there to document Jim Broussard's act of defiance, 
noted the U.S. code prohibits raising the flag of any 
other nations above "Old Glory." 
    Broussard pulled up in his truck to the Cantina El 
Jaripeo, near downtown Reno, on Tuesday, cut the 
rope that anchored the flags and pulled them down 
from a makeshift flag pole. He left the Mexican flag 
on the ground and, with the U.S. flag in hand, turned 
to the KRNV cameraman: "I'm Jim Broussard," he 
said, "and I took this flag down in honor of my 
country with a knife from the United States Army. 
I'm a veteran, I'm not going to see this done to my 
country. If they want to fight us, then they need to be 
men, and they need to come and fight us. But I want 
somebody to fight me for this flag. They're not going 
to get it back." 
    The KRNV footage shows a Hispanic man, 
possibly the bar owner, picking up the Mexican flag 
after Broussard briskly walks past him down the 
street to his truck. 
    Later, Broussard, told nationally syndicated talk-
radio host Mike Gallagher he took action after 
hearing on a local talk station that the flags had been 
flying all day. "I was immediately infuriated and felt 
a duty to do something about it," Broussard said. "I 
feel there's a lot of this turning-our-heads-on-things 
in concern with the Hispanic community and the 
things they do. They seem impervious to our laws in 
a lot of situations." 
    Broussard, pointing out the bar was committing a 
federal offense, said local authorities weren't sure 
what to do about it. 
    He affirmed Gallagher's comment that many 
Americans are afraid to speak out on the problem of 
illegal immigration and lack of assimilation because 
they are afraid of being called bigots. 
    Broussard said he had no idea a TV camera would 
be there until he arrived on the scene.  
    About a dozen Hispanic men came pouring out of 
the building when he showed up, according to 
Broussard. The men said, Broussard recounted, 
"What do you think you're doing?" 
    "I said, well, watch me." 
    Broussard said he talked to local police after the 
incident, and they have not taken any action. But 
Hispanic leaders, he said, "are trying to coerce the 
bar owner to file charges against me." 
    The veteran affirmed to Gallagher there are many 
Hispanics who are equally upset about illegal 
immigration and the resistance to assimilation. "We 
have many cultures who've come here, and they've 
learned our language, and they respect our culture, 
because they know America is a great country, and 
they simply want to be a part of it," he said. 
    KRNV said it sent a cameraman to the scene after 
a viewer called to say "a business near downtown 
Reno was flying a Mexican flag above an American 
flag, which is, in fact, illegal." 
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    The first of a new type of Navy ship arrived yesterday in Hampton Roads, Va., for two days of 
demonstrations off the coast of Fort Story.  
    The M/V Vice Admiral K. R. Wheeler, under contract to the Navy's Military Sealift Command, is the 
fleet's first off-shore petroleum distribution system platform. The Navy developed the ship to serve soldiers 
and Marines stationed where port facilities are inadequate or don't exist. 
    It will replace the old fuel discharge ships and can deliver fuel from farther out at sea -- as much as eight 
miles off the coast -- to operations on shore. Wheeler draws oil through its pipes from another tanker ship; 
the discharge ships delivered fuel from their own bladders. 
    Wheeler can pump 500,000 more gallons of fuel per day than the discharge ships and requires a smaller 
crew of only 30. Older ships needed as many as 200. The ship also can operate in rougher conditions, such 
as in high winds, and can run pipe over rocky ocean bottoms, mud or coral. 
    Wheeler is almost 349 feet long and 70 feet wide. It carries eight miles of metal-lined flexible pipe, 
wrapped around 35-foot-tall spools on the ship's deck. The crew can run that pipe to shore from the ship's 
bow and stretch a float hose from the ship's stern to a tanker in less than two days. It can then pump 1.7 
million gallons of fuel every 20 hours, according to the Military Sealift Command. 
    After leaving Hampton Roads next week, Wheeler will sail to Guam, where it will replace the SS 
Petersburg, one of two discharge tankers that ultimately will become part of the National Defense Reserve 
Fleet. Wheeler is under contract to the Sealift Command for up to five years. 


